New Points Based System: Important changes for education providers

Last year the UK Border Agency began to roll out of the new Points Based System (PBS). In March 2009 the current student visa system will be replaced by Tier 4 for International Students from outside the European Economic Area (EEA). 

If you want to bring students from outside the EEA into the UK to study or you wish to extend the stay of any of your existing non-EEA students, you will need to obtain a sponsor licence.

You should apply to the UK Border Agency to obtain your licence no later than 2nd February 2009.

The UK Border Agency will aim to process completed applications received by this date within 8 weeks to ensure that sponsors have their licence when Tier 4 opens.

Applications received after this date will be accepted by the UK Border Agency; however they cannot guarantee that the application will be processed in time for March 09 implementation date.

If you are not currently taking any foreign student applications, but plan to do so after March 2009, you will still need to obtain a sponsor licence. Failure to do so will result in any student applications for visas or extension of leave to remain being automatically refused.

Further information regarding Tier 4 of the Points Based System is available on the UK Border Agency website at:

http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/employers/points/
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